
April 19, 2020 - A TIME TO PRAY FOR DIVINE MERCY! 
 
As we all face the growing challenges of the Coronavirus Pandemic, more than ever it is a TIME TO 
PRAY TOGETHER, “GOD, HAVE MERCY ON US AND THE WHOLE WORLD.”  This is the 
petition we repeat 50 times (5 decades) when we pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet! 
 
We believe God loves each of us unconditionally. We believe whenever we separate ourselves from 
Him (through our sinfulness) HE is always there to help us come back to Him (forgiveness and 
conversion). GOD IS INFINITE LOVE AND MERCY. HE IS MERCIFUL LOVE!  HE is the GOOD 
SHEPHERD who always searches for the lost sheep, who represents each of us so often. HE IS OUR 
ONLY HOPE!  He is totally in charge. We depend totally on HIM and HIS MERCIFUL LOVE.  

This weekend we celebrate DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY. St. John Paul II gave us this great gift when in 
the year 2000 he established the Second Sunday of Easter as the Sunday of Divine Mercy. Throughout 
his long pontificate (27 years: 1978-2005), Pope John Paul II spoke of the need for all of us to turn to the 
Mercy of God as the answer to the problems of our world. Through the intercession of St. John Paul II, 
let us pray the closing prayer of the Divine Mercy Chaplet: 

 
"Eternal God, in whom Mercy is endless and the treasury of compassion inexhaustible, look kindly upon 
us and increase Your Mercy in us, that in difficult moments we might not despair nor become 
despondent, but with great confidence submit ourselves to Your Holy Will, which is Love and Mercy 
itself. Amen.” 
 
In the last month or so, all of us have faced difficult moments and we will continue to need God's Love 
and Mercy in the coming days and weeks.  
 
May God help all of us increase our Faith and our Trust in Jesus, His only Son, who is Risen and Alive. 
ALLELUIA! JESUS, I TRUST IN YOU! 
 
We have also had some joyful moments and I want to take this opportunity to thank God for everyone 
who has helped Fr. Ben and me to stay in touch with you through live-streaming Masses, hearing 
outdoor confessions, having outdoor Adoration, the beautiful church decorations, virtual meetings etc. 
Fr. Ben and I have also much appreciated your feedback and support. I am most grateful to Deacon Rich 
and Deacon Bill for assisting us throughout all the live-streamed celebrations of the Holy Week.  I am 
also most grateful to Fr. Ben for assisting me every day in so many ways (including technology). Many 
of you have also commended him for a most inspirational homily on Easter Vigil when the HOLY 
SPIRIT was fully present ... and led to a FIRE alarm at Consecration time (you can still hear it on our 
OLHOC YouTube channel). Also to the OLHOC “virtual” choir who recorded the beautiful song for 
Easter Sunday Mass and sang, Jesus Christ is Risen today Alleluia! Last, but not least, I am grateful to 
our staff who has helped us to continue many of our operations (working from home and through 
distance teaching). 
 
I would like to end this weekly message on a personal note. It has been very difficult for me not to be 
able to celebrate Mass with all of you present in our Church. It has also been difficult to manage the 
parish as our resources have been much diminished. I am grateful to those of you that have continued to 



support us financially. However this has not been sufficient to cover our payroll and I had to make some 
difficult staffing decisions. As you know, I do not like to talk about money. So I have asked Steve 
Fisher, the chairperson of our Parish Council and also member of our Finance Council, to do so on my 
behalf. Stay tuned... 
 
Finally, I have had some minor health issues that I need to attend to and in this way, God has invited me 
to spend more time in personal prayer.  As I pray for all of you in these difficult times, I ask you to pray 
for Fr. Ben and me that we may continue serving you, doing God's will and doing everything for His 
Glory, not our own. Special prayers go to those of you who are essential staff in hospitals, nursing 
homes, food stores, etc. 
 
As I said to you on Easter Sunday, my prayer is that you all have a most blessed Easter Season (50 days 
ending on Pentecost Sunday, May 31st) and my hope is that God willing, we will be able to reopen our 
church for public Masses on either ASCENSION (May 24, our Parish Feast Day) or PENTECOST (May 
31st)! What a JOY it will be when we can all gather around the same altar at OLHOC! 
 
One in Christ,  

 
Fr. Alain 
 


